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themselves on a sofa, and were soon engaged in apparently
interesting converse.

In the meantime the world gradually filled the principal
saloon of Apollonia, and when it approached overflowing,
occasionally some persons passed the line, and entered the
room in which the Cardinal and his waid were seated, and
then, as if conscious of violating some sacred place, drew
back. Others, on the contrary, with coarser curiosity, were
induced to invade the chamber from the mere fact that the
Cardinal was -to be seen there.

* My geographical instinct/ said the Cardinal to Lothair,
* assures me that I can regain the staircase through these
rooms, without rejoining the busy world; so I shall bid you
good night, and even presume to give you my blessing j'
and his Eminence glided away.

When Lothair returned to the saloon it was so crowded
that he was not observed; exactly what he liked; and he
stood against the wall watching all that passed, not with-
out amusement. A lively, social parasite, who had dined
there, and had thanked his stars at dinner that fortune had
decreed he should meet Lothair, had been cruising for his
prize all the time that Lothair had been conversing with the
Cardinal, and was soon at his side.

* A strange scene this !' said the parasite.

* Is it unusual ?' enquired Lothair.

* Such a medley!    How they can  be  got  together,  I
marvel:   priests  and  philosophers,   legitimists   and   car-
bonari !    "Wonderful woman, Mrs. Putney Giles !'

* She is very entertaining/ said Lothair, ' and seems to
me clever.*

'Remarkably so/ said the parasite, who had been on the
point of satirising his hostess, but, observing the quarter of
the wind, with rapidity went in for praise. 'An extra-
ordinary woman. Your Lordship 'had a long talk with the
Cardinal.*
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